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[coNTINUED FROM FIRST PaGR.]
gress and retorm ! There is, however, Mr
roman, ene exception in this respect among
The distinguished Senator from
Mastuchusetts [Mr. WensTen] bas undertaken to
show that botn the measures and conduct of &
s, (menning, | suppose, the Anti-Sla-
very and Free-Soil men,) are highly prejudicial to
interests of the slave and the cause of liberty | ¢
Union. Oae of the principal
« which he prefers sgainst us is, that we |
brond w distinstion between right and
g Another is that we are impatient men— |
upitient, alwiys, to give heed to the admo-
Paul, “ that we are not to do evil

their lers

the

on > i b 14
that good may ¢
the slow progress of moral ¢auses in the improve- |
meat of mankind
has one ot

wrals ns with mathematics, and that we think
what 1s right may

he distinguished from what is |
wrong with the precision of an slgebrale equa- |
tion. Well, Mr. Chuirman, we da think the ques- |

tions of morsls, when applied to freedom and sla-
very, are more clesr than any question in algebra. |
The forwer requires the slow process of reason, |
the latter are self-evident—springing ivstantane- |
ously from our moral consciousness. Wonderful

charge! The Free Soil men may fesl proud of

such allegitions, coming from their most distin- |
guished political opponents in this great contro- |
versy.  But the time has been when the cause of |

civil liberty was better understood, even by the
complninant himeelf. Let me read an extract
from his eloquent speech, delivered in Faneuil

Hall, August 1528 in commemoration of the
lives and services of Juhn Adams and Thomas
¥ Bonw - bia raE . - -
ey e et we gy v SRWES O THEBGUINL, T
said: “True eloquence does not oconsist in
hph‘f_‘h - . L] L] - - -

The graces tanght in the schools, the costly orna-
ments aud studied coutrivances of apeech, shock
and disgust men, when their own lives and the
fate of their wives, their children, and their coun-
try, hang on the decision of the bour. Then words
have lost their power, rhetorie is vain, and elabo-
rite oratory contemptible. Even genius itself then
feels rebuked and subdued as in the presence of
bigher qualities. Then patriotism is elognent—
then s#lfdevotion is eloquent—rthe clear conceprion
ontrumming the deductions of logie—the high purpose,
the firm resolve, the dauntless spirit -pnm; on
the tongue, beaming from the eye, informing every
feature, and wrging the whole mon onward, nght on=
mard, to his oljeer.  This is eloquence; or, rather,
A 15 something groeater and higher than all eloguence—
it ls action—noble, sublime, godlike action.”
These, Mr. Chairman, were the Free Soil prin-

——— e ————————

would be doing what we bave a right to do, “di-
reotly under the war power, del |
ernl Government in the Constitution of the United | children, and fri
States” But does ite direciness make it right?

very singular attitude of the old politieal parties,
who can wonder at this frank admission of the
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Ewine | a few

He said:

Demrerats, the members of the true natioual parties, do not
| peresive the danger of leaviong these Terricorial questions
| epen for another canvass before the people. 1t in ws olear ns
| the noonday sun, that unless this agitation shall be quieted

in some reasonable time, hey will both be lugul ed in the
ame’ ' —too impatient to wait for | ahyss of abolitiontum, That party s ug greasive in Ita char-

| nrml-, new in its organization, trl-‘t resting its bui-w 'H‘n |
F y et rently, on religion and morality. The nest whie
ln his bill of indictment he | furmert . 4 ey |

wer compluint: It s said we deal with | spent thelr jorce, and, while in this demoralized condition, | long on these interesting topice.
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egated to the Gen- I

Sir, looking at these flimsy arguments, and the

fays since, in & epeech delivered on this floor?

Y1t in n matter of astonlshment to me that the Whigs and

separated the two natioral parties have nearly

the new ariny of Free-Soillsm is thanoering on the flank of
either division! The destiny of the old parties is certain,
unle 8 'hey overturn the hase of ab litioniam by an extine- |
tion of the materinl from which Wt is furmed.”’ |
Sir, I think the geuntleman very frank and
truthful in this adwission that they have exhaust-
ed their old issues, and are now * demoralized ” |
The only real party issue that | bave noticed du- |
ring the whole session, has been the appointment
of committees to look after each other’s past profli-
gacy and extravagaoce, althongh they seem to
keep up a farcical line of division in nume merely,
It is evident to every observant mind, that in our
political affairs we are now in a state of trausition.
The pressure of the age is forcing va into new
positions. We are obliged to take sides on the

into slavery for life—and this for mere

peouniar,
guin?  8ir, you ’

"Sad. pat hamiouty on b
on his

wrists and fetters on his bl:.‘ud brand him as
your property, after ha 80 classed him in
your statute books, in of the Constitu-
tion; yet he is stili & man—he is etill our brother,
Mr. Chairman, can it be possible that the Con-
gress of this great Republic is to per-
vert its powers by forging ns for millions
yet unhorn, by openiog new fields and markets
for slavery? God id that it should be so!
But if it is so to be, let mé say to you all, Gentle-
men of the House of Representatives of this
American Congress, be not deceived. God is not
to be mocked  If we sow to the siorm of cruelty
and oppression, we must reap the whirlwind of
woe and tribulation.  Bat, sir, 1 am dwelling too
I must pass on.
It has been stated on this floor, by an honor-
able gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Gresn,| that
our Government was fo in slavery. He
saye, ‘'my purpose is not to add fuel to the
flumes that already threaten to envelop us in one
general conflagration” | wish to say, sir, for the
relief of this gentieman’s fears, who thinks the
Republic is nbout to be reduced to ashes, that he
must have made a mistake in his reading—thgt
he has taken the history of the Barbary States
for that of the United States, The former, |
believe, were foundcd in slavery; and, in the
progress of their piratical warfare, they captured
our American seamen in the Mediterrinean, and
gold them us slaves. But there is one fuct which

great question of questions—THE RIGHTS OF
MAN. No compromise measure, even should one
pass, can poasibly prevent it

classes of our politieal opponents in this contro-
versy. Haviog noticed briefly the views of one
claes, [ will now say a few words of the other.
These gentlemen seem to be honest and bold, and
believe that slavery is a proper institution, not
incompatible with Christianity. This sentiment,
Mr, Chairman, in my opinion, is a great error.
But, while | say this, | must confess that they
occupy much more consistent gronnd than other
gentlemen, who have seats on this floor, who ad-
mit slavery to be wrong, and charge the sin upon
our Soutberu brethren, while they, ot the sume
time, offer to go into partnership with them under
 contract of compromise! Let me ssk such gen-
tlemen how they expect to convince their oppo-
nents that they ure wrong, when their own prac-
tice denies their sincerity 7 Maoy Southern gen-
tlemen believe the principles they contend for are
right. Hence they refuse to compromise. Sir, |
admire thelr firmness. It is to the boldness of
this clugs, and to the firmness of the Free-Soilers,

ciples of John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and their
compatriots of 1776 ; they are the Free Soil prin-
ciples of 1850 ; they are not merely a theory with-
out action ; they unite both with fraternal affec.
tion—the highest principle of onr nature; they
yropost menns to enfds—the deliverance.of anx

couutry an I our & unfrymeén ffom uj,lprt'mfr.lrl |
they practically reknowledge the great truth, that
i | Aedse i AR : -
dwell on all the face of the earth. But, alas! with

some of our publlic men how things have changed!
la cause of liberty was clearer than
reascn  Now, it is “ fanaticism " to believe it
le

lueible from reason. No wonder we have heard

the exglamations—" Where am 17" and * Where
shall I ga "

8ir, | have said this mach in our own defence
agninst the charges of the Massachusetts Senator.
I will now dismise the subject by asking him &
question, if he will condeseend to answer it. After
we huve paid two hundred millions of dollars to
expatrinte the free blucks of our country, aban.
doned the Wilmot Proviso, and ereated four new
slave States from Texus, and expended all our
energies in cutching runaway slaves, how much
maral force will be left to remove the evils of sla-

very and other public erimes that afflict our coun-
try? This, I presume, can be solved with mathe-
matieal precision, if the more nbatruse question
cannot the raght o man has to J.rum:{f. When
this is satisfactorily answered, we shall have more
confidence in the distingaished Sepator as an ex-
pounder of the Seripturca, not to say an expounder
of the Constitution, und n political guide in the
affuirs ol State.

Mr. Chulrman, thers are some other political

viz

{ They maat,

the country is to look for deliverance. They pos-
sess individuality and firmness—essential attri.
butes for the promotion of knowledge and civili-
zation. This class of Southerners are fair and
honorable in discussing the matter in dispure.
fuirly, in open detate, aud eay, if
slavery cannot bear the test of reasen and argu-
ment, let it fall. -

T I e ey, Ul ﬂlﬁ:{.a“., pienevh vut
other day, in the Senate, while listening to one of
the Senators from Louaisiana, [Mr. Soves | who
remarked that he did not sy it would be u suffi-
cient eanse for the dissolution of the Union, if the
Wilmot Proviso should be adopted ; but, while
he helieved it wrong, he thought it more honora-
ble to meet the question boldly, rather than to
shrink from the contest by entering into a com-
promss of principle—n compromise full of ambigu-
ity and difficulty itself; and, even should he fall
in the struggle, he would fall contending for his
rights snd the honor of his State — that there
would be a moral grandeur in the resignation to
such a fate, far higher than a cotperation with the
measure then before the Senate,

Here, sir, are brought to view some of the high-
eat uttributes of the humsn mind, individuality of
character and integrity of purpose. The absence
of only one other cardinal principle, in my opin-
ion, mars the symmetry and perfection of charac-
ter di-played in the position oceupied hy that
distinguished Senator. | look upon him, and
muany other Southern members of Congress, as [
do on Saul of Tarsus, while he was being educated
at the feet of Gamaliel. [ hope to see them stand-
ing hereafier, s Paunl, the great Apostle of the
Gientiles, after he finished his collegiate studies in

creeds and rules hrought forward here, eoncern-
ing which I would like 10 say a word. I allude to
the dootrines promulgated by the gentleman from
New York, (Mr. Duir | and the gentleman from
Penusylvanii, [Mr Ross] The gentleman from
New York lays down a principle, in a speech that
he recently delivered in this hall, that completely
aonibilates individuality by consigning the con-
solence to the control of a majority in all questions
of right and wrong counceted with the political
affairs of our country. Speaking of our duties
under the extraditon clause of our Constitution,
he says:

1 do wot doubt, wir, that thers ars good men strongly op
posed to wlavary, and we otrongly attached to the Union, snd
whu desire to disbarge thete obligations to God ad to man,
who are disturbed with sernples a- to thetr duties under the
provigions of the Constitution. There is something strongly
repigunut to thelr furlings in t' e prrest and surrenderof a
oy tive, mot from justios, but from servitude. | respect such
sernplen, | thing, however that they have thelr omgin part-
1y i au error na to the ghnracierof the conatitutionsl requi-
sltlon, aud partly in & stinllow philosophy, that confses the
boundaries that separate the hets of which private conscience
is the gubtde, froan those which full within the provinoe of
goverament to direet.  If go & Legitl s they
have their fanctions; and to lnws passed in the exercise of

soeh fouetions, chedlence is dus  Fhis fe & duty enjolned
upon ns equally by resson and Christianity. It Is not a
Larder thing to surrender & fugitive siave, than to hang sn
inpoeent man | yet, where the gaestion of guiit or innooence

Las beon detarmingd fn noeordanee with the preseribed forms,
it fo the duty of the sheriff to ex-cute the sentence of the law.
Eqaally 14 it the duty of & soldier to fight in battls, without
subjecting to u preliminary review the jodguent of his Guy-
srmment in decluring war, Otherwise, if every ind vidonl
were Lo it o Judgment on the netn of his Gavernment, and
toobey or disobey, nacording to his notlona of what the luw
onght to be, we phould be exposed to anarahy at home, snd
be undefended aguinst aggression from abroad.'

Sir, | look upon this kind of sophistry us more
pernicious than the open advoeacy of ubsolute
despotism. It amounts to this: You may commit
famy crome, even murder wsedf, of yow only have the
majoTuy's sancrion to protect yow dn it, wnder the
forms of law ! Sir, | wish to enter my most sol-
emn protest agaiost this iden of committing our
oonsciences to the careof others. It is at variance
with religion and common semse. Christianity
inculeates our submission to wrongs inflioted, but
invariably furbids our inflicting wrongs upon
others, even should the civil law require it. The
gentleman’s philosphy reminds me of an annesdote
that was told of a elave who was seen walking in
the rain with bis hat under his arm, Beiog ae-
costed by some one who inquired why he did not
wear his hat on his head, lie replied that his hat
wie his own, but that his hend was his master's
So it is with this clusa of political philosophers.
Their consciences—their very souls—belong lo
their party, if their purty be in power; otherwise
to Lhe party of their political opponents who hup-
pen to be in the ascendency! Under this rule,
our own Washingtons, and Jucksons, and Jeffer-
#ons; the Mitchells and O'Briens of down-trodden
Irelund ; the Kossuths and 1jhuzys of Hungary ;
would be stamped ne counterfeits—for they ouly
submitted to that which was right, scouting the
stindurd thos songht to be furnished for their
consciences!  Sir, these are not the enlightened
sentiments of Christinuity. They belong to the

religion of the Brahmine. Let me here read
a Bhort extract from their ereed: “ Whoever
desires to be happy, must constantly endeavor

to conquer himself und become like the original
essenoe.  To nccomplish this, he must ncoustom
himself not to act, think, feel, or desire” Their
directions on this head were summed up in this
precept. Y Endenvor to wmihilate thyself; for ns
#oon us thou ceasest to be thyself, thon becomest
one with God, and returnest into his being” With
politicians, whose allegiance is stronger to party
than to carrect principle, it should read thus:
" Thou becomext one with thy party, and returnest inito
s betng ! Sir, shall we beoome mere antomatons,
or shall we eontinue men

I have dwele longer than I intended upon this
sentiment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr
Dugr.] hecause, in this age of degencraoy, it fs &
prevailing error that we have a licence to violate
the lnwe of God, in public life, which we have not
in private—as if our polillmi life could bo sepa-
rated frow our private, and the one be set above the
other

Let me now, Mr. Chairman, advert to the Dem-
oeratie creed of 1844, advocated a few days sinoe
by the goutleman from Peunsylvania, [Mr. Ross |
It §s briefly exprossed in the sentiment that Con-
gress bhos wo right to do indireotly what it has not
the power to do direstly, Monstrous doctrine! It
reaches back into the dark ages. It is a regular
pro-slavery oreed of the worst kind—jost such &
sentiment as is necessary to perpetuate slave insti-
tutions. It operates like this: While South Car-
olina bangs for stealing, and Lonisiana for & mere
blow, as in the case of the slave Pauline, Congress
must not repudiate nor disparage any such pun-
ishment in the Distriet of Colambia, wocording to
the gentleman’s logic, because it will huve & ten-
dency to reform the criminal jurisprodence of these
two States, and thus do indireotly what it has pot
the power to do directly. ln other words, we have

the third heavens. Their generous impulses and
frankuess of character admirably quality them to
become pioneers in the cause of civil liberty
throughout the world. This will be, after they
thall have maude the discovery that God is no
respecter of persons, and that our highest enjoy-
ment is found in seeking the elevation of the en-
tire human race.

The gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Brows]
thinks slavery a social and religions blessing.
The gentleman from Alsbama |Mr. Avstox)
quotes Scripture, under the old and new dispen-

he ought to remember, and that is, that slavery
was not Jhen considered a religious institution.
If it had been, we ghould bave thought the en-

- X Abarvappen hptwreen the
fieets of Lecatur and Hammadi, which settled
this matter, a strange sort of * communion.”
Oune other incident it would be well for us to re.
member. In the adjustment of that difficulty,
full liberly was restored to the slaves, and,
instend of slaveholders being rewarded for their
erimes, they were compelled to make compensa-
tion for past injuries, and to give n bond for their
good hehaviour in the future,

I will now, Mr. Chairman, pass to a considera-
tion of the Constitution as relating to this sub-
jeot. It wss well said, the other day, by the
great champirn of the Constitution in the other
end of the Capitol, that this instrument made no
provision for the delivery of fogitive slaves, and
the extradition clavse provides only for appren-
tices nnd minors bound to service or labor. We
are, therefore, obliged to go out of the literal
construction of the Constitution into an equity
view in order to reach the slave. What, then, is
equity in relation to all the parties concerned ?
In order to answer this question, we must look at
the circumstances that surrounded this whole
controversy at the time the Convention was act-
ing on this subjeet. ln doing so, we find, as the
Senntor rveferred to [Mr. Wenster] farther
stated, that the. Sonthern Statagwere anti-slavery
in tendency, miba eflbouraging emancipation as
fast as it was deemed practicable. The relation,
ok Frwe. “cbmracsm btha ;l-., _Q.‘-d' R
slaves, was considered in the Tight of guardian
and mioor, and the slaves were encouraged to
hope that they would be permitted to enter n con-
dition of freedom as soon as they could he fitted
to enjoy it. It was thought proper that sluves,
under such ciroumstanees, thould be returned fo
their legitimate guardians or mosters. To sup-
pose any other constitutional view of the relation
of servant and mnater, at that day. wonld be to
conviet James Madison, and the other Mustrious
Free-Soilers of "76, of hypoericy in refusing to

the Constitution !

But how stands the case mow 7 Most of the
slave States have changed their character and
purpose on this subject. Instesd of secking to
ameliorate the condition of this nnfortunate race,
they have passed laws that doom themn tn perpet-
ual ignorance as well as boudage, as the follow-
ing extract will show

‘“Any free persons who shall hereafter tewch, or sttempt
to teach, any slave within this State ts rond or write, (the
u & uf Agures exoapted ) or shall give or sell to suoh slave,
ot slaves, any books or pamphiets, shall be lishle to indict
ment In any sonrt  f record in this State having Jurisdie
tion thersof, and aball ba fined, imprisoned, or whipped st
the disoretion of the court, not exeesding thirt, nive lash-
en)'—=Tide Revised Stututes of North Curveling, 1530,

Similar laws will be found in most of the slave
States.

It is n curious fact, worthy of remark in this
Christinn age, that St. Paul received precisely
the same penalty in his day for the very same
erime—that is, fur nesisting to develop that intel-
lect which God had given his chilidren.

The reiation this Government bears to this
subject may he still further illustrated by the
fagitive olause in the Constitution providing for
the delivery of oriminals fleeing from justice.

i the blessings of liberty, and a higher civilization.

let any word implying property in man go int0 | seived our promises in good faith, and had pe-

which marks an era in the history of this conti-
nent, it wonld pass the bill of admission at onoce,
sud take & recess that we might bave a day of ju-
bilee over the literal fulfilment of the prophecy
that o nation should be born in & day, and that,
on the shores of the grest Pacifio, where dark-
ness hns had universal sway for centuries past,
and where the vast wilderness which connects her
with ug is beginniog to bud -nld;lauo;h:: ’:ha
rapid of politioal knowledge. ™
bﬂnm‘ leap l:} that civilization which will
soon resch the islands of the sea, and the vast
“’rlh “f the eastern continent. We have
only to eall to mind the fact that the experiment
of ocean steam navigation hus proved so success-
ful, in connection with American enterprise, to
warrant the belief that there will soon be hundreds
of steamers rupning on the Pacifie, connecting the
commerce of Australia, Pckin, and Naokin, with
that of our own rich valley of the Sacramento,
We have alroady twelve or fifteen steamers run-
ning between Panama and Sun Fraveisco. We
should bear in mind, too, that the Pacific is admi-
rably adapted to this kind of navigation. Sir, it
seems to me that mone of us ean contemplate this
sublime 'folure of enterprise rearing a great State
west of the Rocky Mountuins, without feelings of
pride that its founders were Amerioans. Neither
osn we be unmindful of the highly important so-
cial, political, and commercial advantages growiog
out of this gtate of things, all tending to promote
the best interests of mankind. Shall we, then, re-
fuse to fraternize with this noble State, possessing
a8 she does, all the sttributes of a great and glo-
rious lie 7—a State that has sprung into
being with & magic genius and beauty far surpass-
. ing Venus herself, ns she sprun} from the foam of
| the sea.  Then let on welvre her to onr halls of |
legislation! Let us welcome her 1o an equal par-
ticipation in our commerce, and all the blessings
of our Federal Union! Let us receive her as she
is, that she may become one of the brightest gems
in the casket of the Confederacy.

‘The time is not far distant, when there will be
u long train of States extending from Missouri to
California, uniting ther, by a great railway,
the Missiasippi with t ?ld-ﬂltering rivers that
roll into the an of Sun Francisco. Sir, in view
of theae results, it woull seem that our pa-
triotism and our national pride would stimulate us
to receive to our embrace this generous and noble
State. Let, then, the bill be forthwith and joy-
fully passed !

r. Chairman, the future destiny of New Mex-
ioo and Utah shall be alike glorious with Califor-
nia, if they share the parental care and kindness
of this Government. The one may be made in-
strumental in the redemption of our red brethren
of the Northwest, while the other shall fix on
Mexico, and all South America, the imprint of
our institutiona W hat a grand seene to contem-
plate! This whole continent swarming with
republics, united in one grest Confederation of
States.

We all know that New Mexico is pow in s
perilious condition—that she is exposed to the
| ruthless hand of barbarism on one side, and an

r., it erekr 4 goostitutedw™ ” it T
| by fastening upon her a cancerous ulcer that shall

guaw to her very vitals. Sir, we have only to
| ndvert to the history of the wronge inflicted on
New Mexico, to have oor sympsthy and most pro-
found sense of jostice deeply excited in her favor.
What pledges did we make to her at the com-
mencement of the Mexican war? We told her
that our ohject was to secure to her, more fully,

On her first application to the American Senute,
how shamefully was she repulsed? She had re-

titioned, in the most respectful manner, for the
organization of a Territorial Government, instead
of the one we had wrested from her. In this pe-
tition she prayed thatall her citizens might be
protected against slavery. How was she received
by some of vur oldest Senators? Sir, she was re-
pulsed and insulted with offensive language, and,
to this hour, she has been unable even to secure s
favorable hearing of the President. She comes,
now, to the House of R tatives, (the popular
branch of our National slatare,) and demands
that our pledges be redermed. 1f we contivue to re-
fuse, under all these circumstances, to do justice
to New Mexico and Utah, let us cease to call
ourselves Republicans. Sir, the idea is mon-
strous—that our faith to New Mexico and Utah
shall be violated.

[ know that some of our great statesmen say
that the Wilmot Proviso, in connection with these
territories, is an idle abstraction. 1 look upon the
Proviso as peither more nor lesa than one of the
cardinal principlesof the Deelaration of Independ-
ence; hence it in proper to be urged in the organ-
ization of civil Government everywhere, The de-
termined opposition to it is the best proof of its

This clause, sir, you are aware, is similar to the
one of which | have been spenking. 1t imposes

sations, to prove it. All | have to say in reply to
his argnments ls this: that even if the Jews did
muintain slavery, you mlght now with us mueh
propriety revive the law that required a person
to be stoned to death for picking up sticks on the
Sabbath day. As regards his quotation from
the New Testament, where Christ enjoined ser-
vants to be obedient to their masters, (tukiog it
for granted, for nrgument’s eake, that these ser-
vants were slaves,) it does not justify slavery any

one cheek, turn the other nlso,” justifics the of-
fender who strikes you

The distingnished Senator from Massachuaetts
[Mr. Weasren] has also volunteered with his
correspondeant, the late Commodore Stockton, to
submit seriptural arguments for the justification
of slavery. He has given us what | consider a
technical argument, to show that the Christian
religion favors the continuance of slavery, He
tells us that, * at the introdnction of Christianity,
the Roman world was full of eluves; and I sup-
pose there i to be found no injupetion against
that relation between mun nnd man in the teach-
ings of the Gospel of Christ, or of any of his
Apostles”  Now, in reply to this, it is suflicient
to sy, that this argument proves too much. [t
would justify highway robbery, arson, and g great
many other orimes oot specifieally forbidden hy
Christ. He tnoght by inculesting great eardinal
principles, as such—Do unto others us you would
have them do unto you ; be no respecter of per-
sons ; and, as one of the Apostles has very laconi-
cally said, the whole duty of man is expressed in
one word, viz: “ Love thy neighhor as thyself” On
this great principle of benevolence, we are assured,
hang the law and the prophets.

Commodore Stockton's argument, Mr. Chair-
man, you have doubtless read, as it has been pub-
lished and furnished m pamphlet form to the
members of this House. The substanece of it is
this.  That God has abandoned Africa; and the
slave-trader, being more merciful, has stepped in
to give relief; since, on the whole, as he says, the
glave is belter off here, safer, and happier, than he
would have been In his own country! Agiin he
says. We must not do evil that good may come ;
while, in the same treatise, he quotes the conduct
of Joseph's brethren, in selling him into Egypt, to
Justify slavery ! All | have to say in relation to
this Commodorean sentiment is, that I think it
very bad theology. It may not be improper for
me, here, to remind the friends of this * peculiar
institution,” hy calling it a “ religions institution,”
you will be likely to defent the passage of the bill,
now reported in the Senate, © providing for the
nrrest wnd rendition of fugitive slaves ;" as Con-
gress hag no power to return members of any re-
ligious communion from one State to another, or
poss any law supporting religious estahlishments,
in any respeet whatever.

But, Mr. Chairman, if' this be religion, it must
be the religion of the heathen. In faot, there is
a striking resemblaoce, In obedicnce to the one
oase, the infant mind is quenched by throwing
little children into the Ganges; in the other, the
mind is quenched in the turbid sea of slavery.
The Southern municipal laws forbid the eduea-
tion of the slaves, while their physical strength
is oarefully perfected, in order to a peouniary
profit. Sir, let we say, in all kindoess, to these
gentlemen, that | thiok thiz is a false religion—
& religion that leads down to the chambers of
death,

In discussing the subject of slavery, 1 have
thought we do not keep sufliciently in view the
great ohjeot of human existenee. The remarks
of my honorable friend from South Carolins,
[Mr. Oxx.| and the remarks made, in the early
part of the gession, hy the honorable gentleman
from Teunessee, [Mr Jounson,] warrant this con-
clusion. “T'hey have both dweit, with great em-
phasis, on the pecuniary advautages of thie insti-
tution, both to the North and South, in the in-
creased productions of labor, and the mutual
advantoges of trade—that in a state of slavery
we oan acquire property faster than we ocan in
state of freedom. Now, | am willing to admit
that the nequisition of wealth is proper. The
Constitution protects it, but it should be regarded
ns A means to an end. The highest ohject of a
good Government ia the moral and intellectunl
development of the people it pecks to govern
Mun bas ever been thought the noblest work of
God; hear the exclamation of the Psalmist, “ He

no right to tesch by example! So of the slave
trade, gambling, or aoy other vice that may be
practiced in any of the States. It must not be sup-
pressed here, beoause It will have & tendency, in.
directly, to abolish the mo ‘lll.‘: in the B{Tt_u ;
T'his ereed presapposes that we have no tiea
rights nce{:l. what have been nnhrndp%y the
Constitution; whereas the Constitution was formed
to prosect ull the rights given us by God. Secing,
then, that the General Government, under this
en:}, cannot tesch by example, and yet, as we are
told, has a great mission tbro;, lwhﬂ
prooeed in no other way, except the war
power. It comes to this, then: that the

* mission ¥ wssigned to us in the r

is created but a little lower than the angels, and
erowned with glory, and honor, and immortality !
What, siv, is man, under our own ohservation ?
He i uo less grand and powerful as we see him
now. His genius is stam on everythi
around us—in all the multiplied inventions an
discoverien of the nge. We see bim riding u
the wings of the wind, commnnding the lig n{:i
tooarry his messages noross the continent, whie
instantly obeys him! Not content with the
analysis of earth, he nscends to other sy
and dwells among the planets. Resolved on sti
higher researches, he travels onward to the fixed

of [ stars, his mind expanding na it goes upward!

What, then, must be the erlme of d ng him

the world, is to be folfilled by practicing iniquity
st bome and aggression & ! This certaluly

down from these sublime heights of progress

more than the injunection, “if you are struck on |

the same obligation on the Federal Government
to deliver fugitives from jastice; yet we should
underatand there is some limitation to the exer-
cine of thispower. Suppose some one of the States
should establish by law a certain kind of religion,
(n8 the Constitution only restrains the General
Government on this subject,) and make its viola-
tion a State's prison offence, would Congress be
bound to aid in returning a fugitive from such a
law?  Certainly not, although ull such proceed-
ings might not in the least conflict with the striet
letter of the Constitation.

The true construetion of luw is to be found
in this maxim - * The reasonableness of the luw
is the soul of the law.” This is equally ns good &
rule for our guide in legislation aa in jurispru-
dence. If, then, some of the States have per-
verted their prerogatives of government, it is no
reason why the Federal Government should
nesiat the States in the exercise of so gross a per-
version of power, 18 that which thus secka to blot
ont the intcllect of a whole ruce, to the turning
of men into brutes, and thereby robbing itself of
ita chief element of power—the intelligence of
the musses ! i

We should always bear in mind that the ohject
of all good government is to protect the wesk
ngainst the invasion of the strong. It was so
undersiood by the Convention, Henee the pre-
amble: “ We, the people of the United States, in
order to form a more perfect union, establish jus-
tice, provide for the common defence, promote the
general welfare” Ko

Bat & constitutional argument is sometimes
claimed in support of slavery, from the clause
fixing the basia of representation in Congress, as
well a8 from the clause suthorizing Congress to
suppress insurrections.

he clause that cuts off two fifths of the popu-
Intion in every State, so fur us its people are kept
in ignorance and slavery, is an ent itgell
sguinst slavery. The other clanse touching in-
surrections is equally applicable to free as well
s slave States. The Constitution, in order to be
pro-slavery, should hold the Federal Government
respousible to do some act in support of slavery.
It is not sufficient that it oocupy s negative posi-
tion, But, sir, let ug pass to a rapid view of the
one only remaining clause claimed as supporting
slivery. | rofer to the one withholding jurisdic-
tion from the Federal Government over the for-
ecign slave trade for the term of twenty years.

The compromises of that instrument have been
greatly misnnderatood. It was & compromise aa
to jurisdiction rather than of principle.  We have
been Liboring under the mistakes of a false educa-
tion on this subjeet. Theargument attempted by
the gentleman from Georgin, [llglr, Toomux,] a8
nlso by the pentleman from Kentuckey, [Mr.
Morenrav | like the quotation from Seripture by
the distinguished Senator fiom Massachusetts,
[Mr. Wresten,] to which | have already allu-
ded, proves too much, as the lawyers sometimes
81y of witucesea. 'The argument that would hold
the General Government responsible for the con-
tinuance of the fureign slave trade, at a time when
the power to eontril it had not yet been surren-
dered to it by the States, would hold the Govern-
ment equally responsible for the existenea of high-
wiy robbery, or any other erime which any State
might see fit to tolerate while claiming jurisdiction.
Just as rightfally could the United States and
England be severally held responsible for pecaliar
internal regulations of each other, which had not
been made subjects of conventional agreement.
Now, had the several original States, parties to the
constitutional compact, given up to the Confeders-
tion the control of the foreign slave trade, and
then had the Confederation deliherutely nssented
to the continuancs of the sluve trade for twent
years, the case would have been vastly nikﬂ'«r:
aud then the responsibility wonld have been
clearly upon the General Government. So it
would have heen responsible, had the traffic boen
tolerated afier the terminntion of the twenty years
over which jorisdiction had been retained by the
States; but we see that, the moment the Federal
Government el the power of ocontral, it
abolished it; and it did so with an emphasis, by
declaring it piracy, and punishing it aceordingly, |
am, therefors, elearly of opiniun that the Consti.
tution of the United States is an anti-slavery and
uot a pro-slavery instrument,

What, then, Mr. Chairman, ought we to do?
Why, sir, report the bill of my eolleague, [Mr.
Dory,] providing for the admission of Celifornia,

without do‘l‘?. and then put it upon its immedinte
pasnge, o ought at once to estahlish territori-
al Governments in New Mexico and Utab, and or-
der a divorce of the Federal Government fror the
support of slavery. Sir, when | reflect upon the
hmhlpl and ul‘arlnr of the early pioneers e;
1 N 0
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necessity, ;
We arens much opposed to Mexican and
American slavery as to African slavery. Hence

] imposes ; and these

of truth and of jastice, of hope and immort
| These are sentiments for which the Apostles and

we go for tosll As 4 OUF BOV-
ereignty over these territories, it seems to me that
there can be no doubt. One of two things is cer-
tain: either Congress or the territories possess
the sovercignty. If the latter, they have a right
to keep off our jurisdiction altogether. They can
join any other power, if they choose. I have
never been able to see the force of the argument
that seeks to make a distinotion between s prop-
erty and & politieal right, where wo purchased
both from Mexieo. 51. certainly could nat
maintain a property right in the absence of o
political one, Neither can | see, as some have
argued, that the idea of sovereignty over the ter-
ritories existing in Congress confliots with the
theory of self-government. | consider the rela.
tion existing Letween the General Government
and the territories, the same as that of parent and
child. There is a proper time when the territory
shall pasa the line of minority, just as in the case
of the child, snd be entitled to sell-government.
If you carry the principles of self-government ns
far us some, a handful of people, unprincipled in
character, might step in and carry on a piratieal
sovereignty incompatible with the true interests
of the country. Inevery view of thissubject, then,
it seems to mo that imperative duty requires
that we should immediately organize such Govern-
ments in these territories as will proteot all the
citizens thereof. | mean in that term to include
all, withont regard to race or color, My eense of
justice and of rightsllows none of those narrow
distinotions contended for by so many around me.

I pass now, Mr. Chairman, to another kindred
topie. I allude to the question of the abolition of
slavery in this District, Shallthis Congressshrink
from its duty, because a lash is held over it7 Has
it no self-respect 7 Hns it none of the attributes
of & free and enlightened Government to reflect,
by example, upon other nations? Sir, slavery
should not be llowed to breathe here another
hour. It should ba abolished, at whatever cost.
Having once ridden the District of this stigma, we
ought to educate all, protect the people with a
homestead exemption law, enfranchise its citizens,
establish a District Legislature, and give the peo-
ple n Delegate in Congreas, instead of having the
legislative wants of the District remain “ every-
body’s business,” as at present. They would he
discharged in o more intelligent and efficient man-
ner by those who know their own wants.  If

vernment shonld be maintained anywhere, i,

y all menns, ought to be here. The governmen
of this District should be a perfect model, and a
fitting illustration of the very principle of self-
government. Here the diplomatic agents of for-
eign Governments get their views of the practical
workings of our republiean institutions.

“This would be well enough,” says one, “ but
1 bave my fears that such n measure would be un-
constitutional” Mr. Chairman, this word “un-
constitutionsl” has become about as muoh of n
scarecrow ns the words * fanaticism” and * disso-
lution.” | was amused, the other day, with the
debite on the Census bill. It was thought, by some
gentl to be “ unconstitutional” Fn.r the mar-
shal, in taking the census, to gather up informa-
tion as to the husiness resources and the pecani-
ary intercets of the country. Wllr, sir, the Uni-
ted States marshal in this District mway be su-
thorized to take a man's wife and children, and
even the man himself, (if he cannot prove that
some slaveholder Lias said he might go free,) and

ut them in prison, and sell them, for jail feos,
rnln slavery for life! We have other laws sanc-
tioned here by Cuugf-l‘ that operate in this
wise. If you take a» man's cloak without leave,
you ure imprisoned for theit; but if the cloak has
A man in it, and you take the man und the cloak
both, it is not considered sny erime! The kid-
up{la‘ of the man sanotifies the taking of the
cloak !

But our Presidents, are much inclined to
indulge in these nice constitutional seruples. Mr.
Polk his in "ﬁ: to the General Govern-
meint improving our harbors, but he had no douht
about the propriety of exploring the Dead Sea |
8o of Geueral Ta,{or. In his anoual message he
recommends Con, to use its best endeavors to
elevate the colored people in the Sundwich Islands.
seruple n regad 10 soufering (ke e bl
seraples to the same
on his own countrymen who are in a similar con-
dition at home—yen, in this very District—as his
message was silent on the sul What strain-
ing at gnats and swal camela! The

since, when

sought other

the porlu. in s

that this Government had » great mission to ful.
too;

of nations, snd give a hearty su
measure of reform. It wil ihu;;ly :lln for
us to hesitate six mouths about tting a demo-
eratic State into our politieal ﬁ:nm. beoause
she has & republican constitut constitution
more intelligent and humnne than our own miser-
able system of lation for this Distriot, where
we have sole jurisdiction. Sir, can we not learn
n profitable lesson from St. me, who said, “ when
he was & child, he spoke as a child, he thought as
A child. But when he became a man, he put away
childish things.” Would it not be well for na to
imitate his glorious example, by putting away owr
childish things, seserting our manhood, and en-
tering upon the discharge of all the high trusis
nasigned us ! .
Bat, sir, after all the absurdities of which I
h?"ézen speaking are exploded, the great Futher
o

1850,

i.l'.lu'e‘ry1

# comes forward with his pecnliar |

system of moral ethics. After admirting, in bis |
New Orlesns letter, that sluvery is a piratical war |

sgainat the rights of man, he has st empted to

show that this Government should be prostituted

for its continnance in the Distriet of Columbia
In the letter referred to, he said:

“ An argument, in support of reducing 1he African race
‘"""!Ill sometimes derived from their alleged intal-
lectual ¥ Lo the white inows; but, if this srgument
be founded im fust, (na it may be, but which | shall no now
examine,) it would prove entirely tov much. /i would prove
that any white nation, which il wade greater odrances in
creibzation, , and wisden, than enother white
nation, would have a righ fo reduce the (atter to a stateof

. Nay. farther: if the principle of mbjugs jon

upon fotell I superiotity be true, and be ap-
plieable o races and to nations, what i fo prevent ils being
upplied fo indipiduals ! And then the wisest man In the
world wonld bave & right t) make slaves of ull the rest of
mankind

“If, indeed, we posssss this intellectns) sypariarity. neo-
oacany EVRAE Swh AEIIRAEL (0 13100 WAO TNS Dektawe It
we ought to fulfitt wil the obligations wnd dutles which i¢

wonkd require ws not lo subjugale or
deal unfustly by owr fellow men who are less blest thon we
are, but to tnatrwel, to improre, and to enlighten them "

Sublime sentiments, embracing the principles
ty!

the long line of martyrs suffered and died—sen-
timents, {or the e-ndimntl of the futhers of
the Revolution pledged their Fves, their property,
and sacred bonor, in the of a seyen years’
war, which threw off the yoke of despotism. Yet,
strange as it may se e author now
tomiﬁuthnﬂi?:,thnlluofmu,l Yes,
sir, these sentiments we are now called upom, in
this great struggle, “to compromise,” to throw
away asan idle nbstraction—sentiments embracing,
uggdu. nothing less than a sense of obligation
to and to our brother. Hence the u t
of the honoruble Senator, who said, when urgi

the North to make these sacrifices, “ | might l:{
of you larger and more ex ve concessions
than from the slave States? And why 7 You are
:umcrimf!y more powerful than the slave States,

‘ou are;in point of nunm fmtor: and t-
nes: ond magnanimfty o ever be allie‘;“ to-
gether.

Mr. Chairman, in order to see more clearly the
vaturg of 1lsa grestoppmand megnanimity jet us
call to mind the case of William Box Brown, who
had so great a | Sfrerdam as to oonsent to he.
put Totd a'btrd ThIA L cvr 20mg, vwo Ana a nmt N
wide, nnd two feet deep, and in this confined and
distressing condition to be conveyed as a package
of goods from Ricbmond to Philadelphia—a part
of the time with his head downwarda. llere, sir,
was one of our own countrymen, free from any
charge of crime, and yet he was obliged to pass
through the very metropolis of the Republic,
which boasts of its liberty and equality, as a bale
of merchandise! Shame, shame on the Republic!
Take another illustration of this kind of greatness
aod magnanimity—I mean our viclaticn of the
flag of truce in the capture of the bold and chival-
rous Osceola, once al referred to, who was
defending his wife, his children, and his country-
men, from outrnge and insult in the slavery-sup-
porting Florida war. Sir, if this be the “great-
ness and magnanimity " asked for, [ pray that our
country may be less distinguished for such great-
ness and magnanimity hercafter.

But, sir, this Compromise measure, that seeks to
identify the Federal Government with slavery by
its continusnece in the District of Columbia, re-
verses the generally-acknowledged system of ju-
risprudence throughout the civilizad world. W hile
the striet letter of the Constitution, which is just
and good, protects the rights of every person
wherever the General Government hna full juris-
diction, it is urged that we should go into & court
of equity to do n wrong, when we have the power
to do right. We are told, in effect, that we are
under & moral obligation to do wrong, Strange
rhilmophy, which imposes u us & greater ob-

igation to do wrong than to do right! Sir, it is

the most ahsurd solecism imaginable! 1t is un-
worthy of the mind that Tonceived, and of the
lips that uttered it.

Now,a word further in relation to the declara-
tion in Mr. Clay’s New Orleans letter, that the
eolored people have as good a right to enslave us
af we to ensluve them. Suppose some of the
members of this Houke, who have sonsand daugh-
ters, should have them foreibly taken and sold
into slavery, would they, | ask again, be willing
to “compromise” with a people that would com-
mit such nn outrage on their families, by consent-
ing that a part should remain in slavery, on con-
dition that theothers should be restored 1 No, sir,
no! They would revolt at the idea. And d“t these
are fuir deduetions from the premises laid down in
the letter to which I have referred—thia is the
gross inconsistercy of this recent appeal to our
* magnanimity " No, Mr Chalrman, we must not
*eompromise’” Truth | We must not do evil that
good may come. We should rather imitate the
noble Kossuth, who, when required by the Saltan
to *eompromisi”’ his sentiments, replied, “ My
answer does not admit of hesvation. Between death
and shame, the choicz can nather be dubions nor diffi-
cult I’ Bir, thia is the only safe rule by which to
square our conduct at all times snd under all cir-
cumstances.

But, hear what our own immortal Jefferson
said on this point

W IVith swhat execration should the statesman be branded,
who, permittrg one half of the ci ivens thus lo trample on
the rights gf the other, iransforms those infe depols, and
these inte encmies—destroys (he morals of the ene part
and the love of country of the other )

Why, sir, in oertain localities, we have pro-
claimed slavery to be piracy. ls it any less sinful
here? Let me read an extract from a speech de-
livered by a slaveholder, in the recent Convention
of Kentucky—I mean the Hon. Mr. Tirner:

' The whole alvillzed world has turned its baek upen the
Afrionn slave trade ; even Portugal is now eoming ioto elv-
{laation and Christianity upon this subject, If | may be
allowed the expression ; she s plaging herse f by the side
of England, and of France, and of all the enlightened na-
tions of the earth. And what is the:e In the African slave
trade that is worse than to go into another Stale, and o
bring slaves from thence, tearing wothers from their chil-
dren, ieparating kusbunds their wives, without uny
off erce charged against them ; driving them alo- g in chains,
ar i/ they were beusts o_.f‘pr:‘y! In it ot n scens that no
man, uniess he is determined 1o engage in this traffio, can
look npom without feelings deep and powerfal ! "

Sir, 8o long as we render such national facilities
for upholding this traffi h{ keeping, within sight
of this very Capitol, a jail, and suthorizing the
United States marshal to keep slaves for slave
traders, at the rate of thirty-four cents a day, snd
even keep our own citizens confined in this same
prison for aots of humanity towards those thus
treated, and that in violation of the clause of the
Constivution which expressly declares that no man
shall be deprived of this liberty, unless he shall be
guilty of erime, 80 long may we ex hhl#—
word and a hissing throughout the world, We
eympathize with the Roman snd Hungsrian patri-
ota, while condemning our own citizens for the snme
unoble deeds! Sir, who are the Koasuths, sud who
the Austrians, in the contest to which | have refer-
red? Sayers and Drayton are now inoarcerated
lor recelving on hoard the Pear/ those who had a
right, goarantied them by the Constitution, to go
and come at their pleasure. Sir, | have visited

these our afflicted countrymen in prison,and given
them strong assurances that the people sympathize
with them in their aflliction—that hundreds of pe-

titiona are constantly being sent to Congress for
their relief. 1 told them that the time was near at
hand when the Government would be wrested from
those who now violate the Constitation of their
ocountry, and be plsced under the control of such
a8 would wield it for the protection of all its citi-
zens to the full extent of our Federal jurisdiction.
This, sir, must come before the true mission of this
Union is fulfilled, and before weshall be recognised
us & consistent republic by all enlightened nations.
But, Mr. Chairnan, among the various olasses
of measures, dircotly and indirectly involved in
the present controversy, to which | huve alluded
in the course of my remsrks, 1 have but slightly
touched upon a very interesting topie, now oocu-
ying a large share of public attention, and which
astly deserves more extended notice. 1 refer to
the highly important subject of Land Reform. |
look upon the peries of messures of relief, advo-
cated by the friends of this movement, as broader
in their application, more efficient in their opera-
tion, and more glorious in their results, than any
system or ma} heretofore presented to the Amer-
lmnrlpeopl-. They not only maintain the univer-
“lld ght of man ‘:i I:h ':nd liberty, but they have
widened this principle into » more expansive view
of the social and m duties and
tiea of men—bringing, st the same time, in & con-
spiouous maunner lo the public eye, the legitimate
means designed by God for the preservation and

q‘-pannh- of the richest of Heaven's blessinge,
he doetrines of this intelligent and earneat olass

stead present, to use the figure of the
‘l:h Senator from South
e
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children, without reference to condition, with th
tenderest emotion. Bir, the Gerrit Smitha, the
Evanses, the Van Amringes, and their generous
amsociates, have already more then mﬂ( the
most ardent hopes of their friends, in enlightening
and correoting public sentiment on this a:tu.
They should not only be appreciated as fri of
the landless poor in our orwn country, but as bene.
f.otors of ¢/l mankind. A great pmoiber of the
States have;as | have alrgady remarked, embraced
these hamene prineiples, snd passed luws which
secure to their citizens, in all vicissitudes, a home
to shelter them, and to protect them from the
grasp of the merciless creditor.

But, sir, these are but drops before & more plen-
tifal shower, when compared with the vast and
indeseribable blessings that are yet to flow from o
more extended applieation of these principles. We
have but to look nt these facts to get some iden of
the rich legacy God has in store for his lnndless
poor, both of this and the other side of the Atlan-

lie lunds lying masts hetween this and the
Pacific ocean. [ find no little comsolation in the
hope that these expansive acres will yet present
an outlet, a8 well as an aid, to the disenthralment
of the millions of Lacklanders whose starving
ronns come to us upon every Lfeeze, na it wafrs
its way mcross the Atlantie, To all such | would
say, Come, and welcome ! .

Mr. Chairman, | fear this sentiment will not
meet ¢ from some gentlemen who cocupy
seits on this floor—few in number, thank Heaven,
they are—who would base narrow distinctions on
the mere nccident of birthplace. Bat I know no
such feeling. | hail every man of every clime as
wy beother, and as eqnally eptitled to share God’s
A owediy, spresd vutin s common soi). Baut,
sir, notwithstanding these mensuces of velorm wre
fast winning the hearts of the people, we are told,
by some of our Southern friends, that they are
Uwrlu and chimerical, tending to anarchy and
irreligion, closely allied in principle with that
odious iso, which we are told, if applied to
the Territories, will necessa: I{F oblige the slave
States to withdraw from the Union, and, for the
gmwiol of their slave property, to establish a

outhern Confederacy, Sir, let me, in passing,
ask our friende, who entertain these views, what
advantage would result from such a step, even
were it mataally agreed upon 7 You are all free
tndeul and therefore you would certainly not
object, in such an event, to & reciprocity of trude
with the States left behind, and also to 1 ar-
rangements. 'We wounld be agreed in preventing
the establishment of any monarchical governments
on this continent. Well, then, what are you to
grin? Would not the new relation be just about
the same that exists now? You are already inde-
pendent States, ex, Jjurisdiction over speci-
fied subjects, which I have just named, including,
in addition, a few incidental powers. The only
effect of this course, in my opinion, would be to
hasten forced, instead of voluntary emaneipation,
in the slave States themselves. 1 am, for this and
other important reasc=z ppposed to a separation
of these States s

Me Chajpes= it jg st tenp et ew 4f natione

well ns vi individaais, v Maké bands with afl
the world, approving what is right, and in & re-
ful manner condemning what is wrong ; not
cut off a part of the human family from diplomatic |
and social relations, as the Senate’s Austrion res-
olutions proposed—relations that should ever be
ranked among the most efficient means for the
civilization of the world. We ought not fo be
deetruetive, but restorative in our movements.
Our objeet should be to improve each other. If
the free States are deluded, and under the dark-
ness of superstition, the South should seek to en-
lighten them. Seof the slave States. If they err,
the North should seék to do them a like favor.
Why not, then, remain together, and let “agita-
tion” go on? Let me, then, exhort our more
timid brethren throughout the Union not to be
alarmed, even should the Southern Convention
seck to dissolve the Union. 1 had much rather
see such » step as that taken than stagoation! A
head wind is ever better than s calm. The phy-
sician, whose medicines prodaee no effect, is a
quack. Besides, should such o rash measure as
dissolution be resolved upon, the effect would he
the call of another convention—one more prudent
and wise, und which would suggest more effective
means for the protection of the slave States. And
here | would take ocoasion, Mr. Chairman, to say
to those who sre endeavoring to throw odium and
ridicule upon the Nashville Convention, You are
doing great injastioe. Sir, while I see the tenden-
:iy?fthtmi;thodtl nfu:'i-d; - pﬂ:-
] ere, my great surprise st the
ll:"! Bma not more alarmed ! L:(’Ih at the
rapid spread of these principleasince the Mexiean
war. And here let me remind our Southern friends
of what the far-seeing Calhoun thought of this war,
when he said that Mexico was to us “ forbidden
fruit,” sad that ©the penalty of eating it would
be to suhject our institutions to politieal death”
Mr. Calhoun, in my opinion, never expressed
more truth in so few words. The present contro-
versy proves it. Mr, Jefferson, too, I believe, saw
this as distinotly with his prophetic eye, when he
used the following familisr langnage :

' Can the liberties of & natlon be thought seenrs when wa
bave removed thelr only firm hasin ! ~ & sonvietion on the
mindn of the le that thesa libertien are the gift of God!
that they are be violated but with hix * Trdeed,
| tremb'e for my country when | refleet that God s just ; that
his justice o.nnot sleep forever; that the Almighty has no
attribute that gan take sides with us in such a contest.”

Sir, let me say, in all kindoess to our Southern
friends, if the view taken by Mr. Jefferscn wnd
Mr. Calhoun be correct, nud they refuse to adopt
wise measures to arrest the growing evils of ala.
very, there is a point of time, which they or their
children must reach, that will be truly appalling !
Their anxiety then will not be eoncerning their
sixteen hundred willions of dollars of property in
God's Ima"?‘ but it will be for their miver and
childraf. Then will be realized the graphie
picture of the distinguished Senator from Ken-
tueky, [Mr, Cray,] which is not too highly drawn.
He says:

 Bebold, Mr. President, that dwelling-honge now wrapt
im lamean ! Li ten, sir, to the rafters and bewma, which fall
in sucoeasion, amid the erash; and the Aumes wecending
bigher, and higher, as they tumble down Hehold those
women and chiliren, who are flying from the ealsmitous
eeene, and with their shrieks and lsmentations imploring
the wid of high Heaven! Whose wives and ohildren sre
they? * * * in the one seale, then, we behold menti-
ment, sentiment, seutiment, slone In the other, property,
hea cial fubri, lfe, u5d ull that makes Iife Gexirable and

These ohjeots, in the mind of the Senator, seem
to be certain results, unless he ehall suceeed in
arresting the tendency of the spirit of the age to
universal liberty. That his arm will prove im-
potent for this, I feel sure. 1 hope, therefore, to
use the figure of the Kentuoky Sevator, that our
friends who are so dupl; interested in this mat-
ter, will put “sentiment,” a glorious sentiment,in
hoth sides of the scale—such sentiment a8 is ex-

ressed in the New Orleans letter, to which 1

ive adverted,

Mr. Chairman, I claim no jurisdiction for the
General Government over this snbject in the
States. | have omnly spoken of your internal
wffairs, because the debate invited me there. |
do not think any of the Northern States would
alter the Constitution to-day, if they had the

wer. To give the Federal t juris-

tion over the municipal regulations of the
States, would be to throw upon it the responsi-
bility, without confe the power. The pre.
ves of o confederation like ours, would be
ineffectual in internal regulations over a count;
80 large in extent. The vast influence which th
Government should exert, both at home and
abioad, is only to be effected by a strict adminis.
tration of justice to the full extent of ita del
powers, the pro-slavery creed of the gentle-
map from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ross,| to the con-
trary notwithstanding. In my opinion, the -
tion line of juriadietion between the Federal aud
State ments was moat judiciously drawn.
But, sir, I pase to a subject to which [ bave al-
slluded—I mean the too well
conoerted put in operation by an extensive
uorrqu ence throughout the States, to eoncoot
some “ compromise” messure—some 1% ad.
{m{ tm ll?:g" lullyhe:tlngull the last
ope o ¥ to the slave, while,
if carried out in prineiple, it mld crush the
spirit of civil liberty thmuteaut the world,

Sir, we have many men in public and private
life, grest in talents, great in uferlw, great in
the councils of the nation, enjoying & large share
of public confidence, who believe, or.assume to be-
lieve, that the public mind bas broken away from
the restruints of order and proprietyyled
natray hy the wild ofn npiri:?eluln in
its charnoter and pernicious in ita uences ;
and that it is their high mission to hush to
the spirit of agitation that now pervades the wr:l.
°:'““"L E t:. :.1} ::; to the opinions of
these our nguis oonn allow we to
say, that | belicve they are m- the de-
Inded ones—that they are destined soon to see
their hopes piss nway like the early cloud and the

morning dew. Sir, if they s in
Inw that public opinion ?hll P“.::sit:
triumphal oareer, it will have just about as much

¢ffect as the sstronomieal decroe of the ancients,
that the earth should not move around the sun,
8hould this Congresa finally full into so an
ubsurdity, there would arise a host of Free-Soil.
ero—Whigs sod Demoorats—who would, Mke
Galileo, stamp their feet and cry, * Still it moves!”
Nay, sir, these men might go 8o far as to dissolve
the Union, if it were ble, to their
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these States, some of them striking off twely,
thousand sheets per hour, furnishing new sugge.
tions and materials of thougt for the million
hining telegraphse
are running in every direotion, regenerating and
the varied charsoter of our people
The time is not far distant when these gubyle
rduwill:m the whole globe with & cop,.
¢ nelwork of m 80 that
;1::; liuuéed in Ax:!':'h"?i{l‘ - ‘::T;
n Europe, Asin, and Afrloa. Sir
on the eve °{p: mighty woral uvoluli:-.-:! !rr:
think of resisting the march of mind and the
progess of freedom, is a8 idle 88 it would be 10 un.
dertake to drive back the thunderi cataract
of Niagara, to reverse the laws of gravitation or
to smother the fires of Mount Vesuvius with
gauze veil. No, sir, 10! The sublime truthy
proolaimed hy u Garrison in the streets of Boston
with o halter sround his neck; hy 4 ain.y'
when his press was thrown into the Ohio: b,'
6 Lovejoy, when he fell & mariyr to the freedom
of the prees, have comminglid in n Curpent of
Reform which is rolling on as resistless a8 that
of l‘;‘ great Father of Waters,
ut, sir, the owner of that submerged
had spn sasociate who shared with him the I‘::T:
of his darkest hour. Whereis he now? Driveg
from the field by the opposition to which hiy
enrly sufferings for Truth's sake exposed him:
No, sir, no! Behold him here in your very
midst—in (hig, the very citadel of your power—
planting the batteries of truth anew, uud more
firmly and skilifully than before.

Behold him in the unpretending man, yet hero.
ie editor of the National Era, (Dr. Bailey,) with
ita list swollen, in three and a half years, to more
has €0ecu thousand, snd yet tending upwards
still. Behold Lim, as he stands unseathed by
mob, who knew not what they were doing, in al]
the moral dignity and force of his character, djs.
pensing light and truth in all direstions—souih.
ward as well us northward—not the borrewed
light of some lunar planet, but light original,
clear, and penetrating! Behold him at this very
hour, on the point of a prouder achievement
still—on the eve of driving Error from her dumik-
ened recesses into open day, and into open con-
flict with Truth, in the arens of publie disonssion
with an able rival press!*—an advent which, in
all frankness, lot me say, | shall hail with uosf-
fected joy. How truthfully may be applied the
oft-quoted sentiment of Bryent, (bimself one of
the battlers in the noble sphere of Free-Soil
Truth) which teaches that Truth crushed to
earth shall rise again, while Error writhes in
endless pain aud hopeleas prostration.

But, Mr. Chairman, while we meution the
names of these mental heroes and moral patriots,
we eannot forget the great pioneer champion of
the Right of Petition—John Quincy Adams. Sir,

I believe his Presidential Adwinistration stands
fair; but you may add to it the fame of Napoleon,
snd the disdem of the Cwmiars, and, when com-
ruod with his Congressional coreer, it dwindles
oto insiguificaice. The forter was a0 admims- *
tration of existing public sentiment—the latter an
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no monument of brass, nor of stone, to perpetuate
bis memory. His name is written among the
stars of the Confederacy, and indelibly recorded
upon the history of our eountry: and it will be
written hereafter on the hearts of an improved and
sppreciating posterity. His mantle bas not fallen
upon sny one of your mere trading politiciams
but to the hands of the people it has heen return-
ed—they whose right it is to rule, and who will
yet find a successor worthy to wear it.

I have thus, Mr. Chairman, endeavored to fol-
low, to some extent, this debate, which has taken
80 widen range, on the interesting question before
the committee—the ndmission of California, as s
sovereign State, into the Union. In doing so, it
has been my object to express the honest convie-
tions of my own mind, with s proper respect to
the opinions of others. I am aware thatsome may
think thst g0 humble an individual as myself has
been too presuming in thus dissenting from, and
in some instances attempting to refute, cpinions
expressed by leading men, some of whom have
long exerted an extensive influence over the af-
fairs of Btate. Bat I trust they will bear with
me, when they call to mind that what 1 have ssid
has been spoken in self-defence—in vindication of
sentiments with which | am proud to he associa-
ted, and which have been attacked and denonnced
as if really at war with the true interests of the

now, sir, before 1 let me’

now, £
appeal more - to t&' !
gress who the Northwest. I 1
to them, that 1 consider this a great
tween Labor and Capital —between A
and ~=between Despotism sad Free-
dom. The smrength of the two perties, in this
great contest, is to be tested on the guestions of
receiving Califorula into ihe Union, and organiz-
ing such Governments in the Territories of New
Moxico sod Utah as will protect all the citisens
thereof. The Northwest expects every man that
she claims on this floor, in the decision of this
momentous question, to do his duty. With noth-
ing less will she be content.

Sir, if any one of us had doubts in regard to his
duty on this subject, it would seem thst they
might be easily removed by calling to mind the
associations of home, where we share so largely
in the bounties of Haven. Let me remind gen-
tlemen, who represent the people living under the
Jeffereonian Ordinance of 1757, of the great pra-
iries and rivers of the Northwest — the former
spread ont in such beauty of adornment and pro-
fosion of fruitage — the latter dotted with hun-
drede of commeroce-bearing steamers — and ask
them if they can throw ther intluence on the side
of thriftless slavery ! Forhid it, Hesven! We,
above all men, know the value of freedom. Let
us see lo it, that our votes do not aid to deprive
others of its inestimable blessings. Let us re-
member what “free labor” huy done for us, anl
see that we degrade it not by contact with slavery
elsewhere. Shall we, ns stewards of the People,
“compromise” away the rights of our Pucific
brethren, or refuse to pass luwa to protect thew,
when it is the avowed purpose of otten to tram-
ple them under foot—and that, too, in territorics
the known rights of whose comquered ecitiz.ns
were cially trusted to our plighted ecare?
God d! ‘Befora I would do #o vile an net, |
would suffer all the tortures that the most depra-
ved mind could invent.

Important eonsequences, my associates, hang
on the decision of the hour—nst only to the cause
of personal freedom in our own beloved country,
but the cause of civil liberty on the other side of
tmnua .:Lre meet the crisis mnfn“dlly and
u , We triumph speedily, secare
the grateful thanks of our constituents snd of our
country. But, if we falter now, we shall richly
deserve the execrations of mankind,

Mr. Chairman, let me say, in conclusion, that
Providence seems to have opened to us a rare field
for the scquisition of true national greatness, If
we properly l[pnointe and enter at once on the
fulfilment of the manifest destiny of this Repub-
lie, we shall become the emancipators of not only
our own entluved countrymen, but the Liberators
of the World, We shall t an asylum in-
deed for the ogyrtlserl of uli nations, instead of &
prison-house for the innocent and uncffendin

Let us, then, be just and generous to Califor-
uia, to d:n, to New Mexico—to all who meed
oar aid, mpt and enlightened policy on our
part would Tee g:e the dbnthd-uu‘. t and ele-
vation of Mexico, Central and South Ameri
and even the Islands of the Sea, until we shoul
finally meet and fraternally embrace our British
brethren on the Esstern Continent, and thns ss-
sist to encircle the whole with the Anglo-
Saxon race, speaking ome for the ex-
pression of common wants and wishes, snd for the
proclamation of & common and a glorious aim.
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mnce anpesred, eonteol of Kilwood
Fisher and Edward Do Leon—snid to be gentlemen of grest
editarial ability.
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